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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 edition. Excerpt: . paradox that something which ex hypotheti is but a series of
feelings, can be aware of itself as a series. The truth is. that we are here face to face with that final
Inexplicobility, at which, as Sir W. Hamilton observes, we inevitably arrive when we reach ultimate facts; and in
general, one mode of stating it only appears more incomprehensible than another, because the whole of
human language is accommodated to the one. and is so incongruous with the other that it cannot be expressed
in auy terms which do not deny its truth. The real stumbling-block is perhaps not in any theory of the fact, but
in the fact itself. The true incomprehensiblity perhaps is, that something which has teased, or is not yet in
existence, can still be, in a manner, present; that a series of feelings, the infinitely greater part of which is past
or future, can be gathered up, as it were, into a simple present conception, accompanied by a belief of reality. |
think by far the wisest thing we can do is to accept the inexplicable fact, without any theory of how it takes
place; and when we are obliged to speak of it in terms which assume a theory, to use them with a reservation as
to their meaning. John Mill s concessions may be regarded as the definitive bankruptcy of the associationist
description of the consciousness of self, starting, as it does, with the...
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