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September 1, 2, 3, 1936 When we in the United States, about the turn of the century, first began to talk about city
planning, we heard it mentioned timorously and apologetically. Businessmen, especially, were skeptical about
these new-fangled proposals. The first proposals to correct the obvious mistakes of the past sometimes involved
large expenditures but not very often did they promise a made-over city. They accepted far too much as
inevitable. In the past forty years we have learned many lessons. We know now that we must learn something of
the past history, the present position and the possible future trend before we can venture to propose suitable
remedies. We know that we must have trained technicians to analyze the assembled information and propose
sound remedies for the long-term future as well as for the immediate present. We know that in order to bring
about desired changes, not now, perhaps, familiar to the public, we must have public understanding and
support. We know now that planning is good business and many businessmen accept that fact. It is not in
keeping with the American temper or history to balk at stupendous undertakings. It is only when the public is
smothered by petty routine and uninspiring, but expensive, palliatives that it becomes lethargic. The American
imagination is easily inspired to achievement on a grand scale. While the process of planning is dependent on
technicians, the results...
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